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me a goblet of the same every day at the same hour.
From that day it became a regular duty, that the
eunuch came, accompanied by the boy who brought
the lemonade, and I drank it. When its inebriating
quality took effect, I used in the elevation of my spirits
to jest and laugh with the boy, and beguile my time.
When his timidity wore off, he began to utter very
agreeable speeches, and related many pleasant anec-
dotes ; moreover, he began to heave sighs and sobs.
His face was handsome and worth seeing; I began to
like him beyond control. I, from the affections of my
heart, and the relish I felt for his playful humour,
every day gave him rewards and gratuities; but the
wretch always appeared before me in the same clothes
that he had been accustomed to wear, and they even
were dirty and soiled.

" One day I said to him, you have received a good
deal [of money] from the treasury, but your appear-
ance is as wretched as ever; what is the cause of it ?
have you spent the money, or do you amass it ? When
the boy heard these encouraging words, and found that
I enquired into his condition, he said with tears in his
eyes, c Whatever you have bestowed on this slate, my
preceptor has taken from me; he did not give me one
paisd1 for myself; with what shall I make up other
clothes, and appear better dressed before you? it is
not my fault, and I cannot help it/ At this humble
statement of his, I felt pity for him; I instantly ordered
the eunuch to take charge of the boy from that day,

1 The paiifd is the earrenfc ooppcsr coin of India; it is the 64th part of a
rupee, and u in Yalue as nearly a* possible i of our halfpenny, or a farthing
and a-half.